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PREFACE

“YooNU NJUB” MEANS THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

of radio-programs originally written in the Wolof language for the Muslims of

Senegal, West Africa. Beginning with the Torah of Moses, these one hundred
15-minute lessons take the listener on a journey through the Scriptures of the
prophets to view God’s unchangeable purpose for mankind and to hear God's
thrilling answer to the prophet Job’s four-thousand-year-old question, “How can a
man be righteous before God?” (Job 9:2)

The Way of Righteousness is an English translation of Yoonu Njub—a series

DouBLE PURPOSE

The reason for making these lessons available in English is twofold:

1. to facilitate translation into other languages for broadcast to Muslims around
the world;

2. to promote reading by English-speaking Muslims and others who want to
deepen their understanding of the stories and, especially, the message of God’'s
prophets.

THE “ VERY RELIGIOUS” WOLOFS

The Wolof people, for whom this radio series was first produced, are the dominant
ethnic group in Senegal—the West African nation on the southern edge of the
Sahara Desert. Wolofs are a proud, tall, black people, known for their wit and
warmth, their storytelling and hospitality, their farming and fishing, their elegant
clothes and excellent cuisine. Patience and peace are considered great virtues.

More than 99% of Wolofs claim to be Muslims. Wolof society revolves around the
religion of Islam, with traditional African beliefs mixed in. The widespread use of
charms and amulets is one example of their continued allegiance to their ancestral
religion. To their Islamic and animistic practices, many Wolofs add the veneration of
spiritual guides and intermediaries called marabouts, a common phenomenon in
much of the Muslim world. As one Senegalese man told me, “To follow the
requirements of Islam is good, but it does not provide assurance of salvation. The
marabouts mediate for us and will help us get into paradise.”

In summary, most Wolofs are syncretists—seeking to satisfy the requirements of
Islam, animism and maraboutism. Like the Athenians mentioned in Scripture, the
Wolofs are “in all things very religious.” (Acts 17:22) But being religious does not
make one righteous. As Wolof NDiaye (a fictional character credited as the source
of Wolof wisdom) says, “Even if a log soaks a long time in water it will never become
a crocodile.”



BACKGROUND STORY

In 1981, my wife and | and our one-year-old boy, backed by the fervent prayers of
the Lord’s people, moved to Senegal—a unique majority-Muslim-nation that grants
its people the basic right to choose what they will or will not believe. After spending a
year in the capital city of Dakar, we settled in Saint Louis, a large town near the
border of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania. Six years, two languages (French and
Wolof), two children, and many painful, but profitable experiences later, we rejoiced
to see one of our Wolof friends submit to God’s way of righteousness. Since then, it
has been our privilege to withess God’s transforming work in the hearts and lives of
several others who have declared their faith in the One about whom all the prophets
wrote.

SHREDDED SCRIPTURES IN THE AIR

| look back to a scorching hot day in 1992 as the day that The Way of
Righteousness radio-series was born. |, along with two of my Senegalese brothers,
were in a town in northern Senegal. We were seeking to reason with folks concerning
the message of God's prophets and to distribute some illustrated booklets about the
prophet Abraham and his sacrificial ram. After a while, some in the crowd began to
tear up the literature and shout religious slogans. As we, with saddened hearts,
watched them fling the shredded Scriptures into the air, | thought, “Is this really the
best use of our time—watching people tear up the Word of God which they haven't
even read? What we need to do is to prepare a series of chronological lessons that
clearly present the stories and message of God’s prophets and broadcast them on
the national radio station. Then people all over the country can hear God’'s message
of salvation and make an intelligent choice whether to accept it or reject it.” | returned
home that evening with this clear vision—and with a settled confidence that God
would somehow open the necessary doors.

SCRIPTURES ON THE AIR

Within a few months, God opened the way for us to sign a two-year contract with
Senegal’s national radio station for a once-a-week 15-minute-program that would
present “the stories of the prophets according to the Bible.” It was during that two-
year period that the radio-series Yoonu Njub came to be.

Today these Wolof programs are being aired eleven times a week on various
stations within Senegal. God has so worked that these lessons are also being
translated and broadcast in the languages of other Muslim people around the world.
“Great is our Lord, and mighty in power...His Word runs very swiftly!” (Psalm
147:5,15)

GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

| cannot claim originality for this series any more than one who arranges a bouquet
can take credit for the fragrant aroma and exquisite beauty of the flowers. These
lessons are a simple arrangement of the glorious Word of God and a display of the
One who is “altogether lovely.”

While | am deeply indebted to many of God’s servants for the preparation of these
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lessons, | owe the most to Trevor Mcllwain of Australia, the author of Firm
Foundations (New Tribes Mission, Sanford, Florida). In his excellent studies, Mr.
Mcllwain uses the chronological method of presenting God’s Good News. Like many
others, we have used and adapted many of Mcllwain’s outlines and illustrations.

Malick, one of my beloved Wolof brothers in Senegal, and the voice of Yoonu Njub,
has done a superb job of correcting and contributing ideas to the original hundred
lessons written in the Wolof language. Eric and Eithne of England and Marilyn of
Hawaii diligently labored to translate the New Testament and much of the Old
Testament into the Wolof language which made our task immeasurably easier.
Richard, a colleague from Australia, is the one who got the proverbial ball rolling so
that these Wolof lessons could begin to be translated into other languages. He
translated the series into English (almost word for word) while studying Wolof and
playing the cassettes of these lessons for the men and women of the village where
he and his family live. Richard has been a tremendous encouragement, as have
many others, such as my coworker, Andreas of Germany, and Bill of North Carolina,
who helped expand the radio and cassette ministry in Senegal. Russ and Nancy in
South Carolina proofread the English text and provided helpful critiques and
suggestions. Gerry in Massachusetts also proofread the lessons despite intense
physical pain which has been her companion for more than twenty years. In New
Jersey, Jani skillfully moved the mouse to format the text into a book. My brother
Dave did the cover artwork.

| reserve my final expression of heartfelt thanks for my favorite (and only!) wife,
Carol, and to our three faithful children, Andy, Corrie and Nathan, who have been a
blessed support to me in this ongoing ministry. | could easily mention scores of
others who have had a share in this project, but suffice it to say that, in the Lord’s
work, we do nothing by ourselves. We are truly “laborers together” and are all
eternally indebted to the Author and Finisher of the Plan of Salvation of whom
these chronological lessons speak.

Paul Bramsen
Senegal, West Africa
1998
Send correspondence to:
E-mail: TWOR@iname.com
Or. The Way of Righteousness
PO Box 4006
Greenville, SC 29608-4006

NOTE: The English Scripture translation used in these one hundred lessons is the
New International Version which is chosen for its simpler vocabulary. For personal
Bible study, you may prefer a more literal translation such as the New King James
Version which we have used in the preface and appendixes. All Scripture portions
are italicized. Square brackets [ ] indicate that which has been paraphrased in order
to express the way the verse was translated in Wolof, or for explanatory purposes.
The Scripture references in parentheses and the information enclosed in the squiggly
brackets { } are not intended to be read on the radio. This information is only for the
reader.



LESSON 1

GoD HAS SPOKEN!

INTRODUCTION

eace be with you {Arabic greeting}, listening friends.

We greet you in the name of God, the Lord of peace, who wants

everyone to understand and submit to the way of righteousness that He
has established, and have true peace with Him forever. We are very happy
that we can present to you your program The Way of Righteousness. We
call this radio program The Way of Righteousness because in it we plan to
explore the Writings of the Prophets which reveal how unrighteous people can
become righteous before God.

Which way are you following-the way of righteousness or the way of
unrighteousness? Do you want to know the way of righteousness that comes
from God? The Word of God says, “Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.” (Matt. 5:6)

Perhaps there are those who think, “We already know the way of
righteousness. We don’t need to be concerned with the writings of the first
prophets. What we know is good enough for us!” If this is your attitude, listen
to what the prophet of God, Solomon, wrote. He said: “There is a way that
seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death!” (Prov. 14:12)

In God’s Book, in the book called Psalms {Qur'anic name: Zabur}, the
prophet David, the father of Solomon, spoke much about our need to know
the way of righteousness which God has established. He wrote, “There is no
one righteous, not even one; All have turned away, they have together
become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.” (Psa.
14:1,3; Rom. 3:10,12) That is why David wrote this prayer in the Psalms,
saying, “Show me your ways, O LORD, teach me your paths; guide me in your
truth [and lead me by the hand]!” (Psa. 25:4,5) {Note: words in brackets [ ]
reflect the way the verse is translated in Wolof.}

If our Lord God does not guide us in the way of truth, we could never know
the way of righteousness. We would be like a child lost in Dakar {Senegal’s
Capital} or a sheep lost in the desert. But the Word of God tells us that “God
does not want anyone to perish...but wants all men to be saved and to come
to a knowledge of the truth.” (2 Pet. 3:9; 1 Tim. 2:4) Friends, nothing is more
important than to know for sure that you are in the way of truth that
leads to God.

In these Way of Righteousness programs, we will study the Scriptures
chronologically. We will follow the stories of God's prophets one by one,
from beginning to end. The Word of God has a beginning and an end {Literally
in Wolof: a head and a tail}. Therefore we plan to explore the stories found in
the Scriptures, beginning where God Himself begins, that is, at the very
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beginning.

We will learn many important things about God and the prophets. We will
see that although many prophets wrote the Holy Scriptures, only one
Author inspired the prophets: God. The Scriptures of the Prophets contain
many stories, but only one central message: the Good News about how
people can be made righteous before God.

Therefore, we ask you to listen attentively and faithfully to the program The
Way of Righteousness. Wolof wisdom says: “Slowly, slowly one catches a
monkey in the forest” and “A water pail will find the person who waits diligently
at the well.” Similarly, God tells us in His Word that He “rewards those who
earnestly seek him.” (Heb. 11:6) To those who truly seek Him, God makes
this promise: “If you seek me with all your heart, you will find me!” (Jer.
29:13)

Here on The Way of Righteousness, we will increase our knowledge about
God and His Word. Do you know what God is like? Or where Satan came
from? Do you know why God created man? Or how sin entered the beautiful
world that God made? Have you ever read the amazing story about God’s
prophet Noah, and the flood? Do you really know what the prophets of God
wrote? Do you know why Abraham was called the Friend of God? Can you
clearly explain to your friends or your children the message of the prophets?

Thousands of years ago, the prophet Job {Ayyub in Arabic} asked the
guestion, “How can a man be righteous before God?” (Job 9:2) Do you
know God’'s answer to Job’s question? Do you know how you can be
righteous before God? If you want to know God’s response to this question
and many others, we invite you to listen to the program The Way of
Righteousness. Truly, the Word of God is deep, wonderful, alive and powerful.
And something else: the Word of God hides nothing. It shows us what man is
really like. Thus the Scriptures say, “Nothing in all creation is hidden from
God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to
whom we must give account.” (Heb. 4:13)

In the time left today, there is an important truth that we must grasp. It is this:
God has spoken! God, the Most High, has spoken! God has spoken to man
(mankind) and God wants to speak to you! If you received a letter from a
powerful king in a far off land, would you read it? Would you consider what he
wrote to you in the letter? Would you pay attention to the words of the king?
How much more ought we to pay attention when it is the Most High God who
is speaking to us!

How has God spoken to man? The Holy Scriptures tell us, “In the past God
spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various
ways...” (Heb. 1:1) Yes, one of the main ways God has spoken to man is
through the prophets. In the past, God appointed certain men to proclaim
His Word and to write it down in books (scrolls). The Word of God says, “You
must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’'s
own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but
men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit [of God].”
(2 Pet. 1:20,21)

God could have written the Scriptures Himself or He could have used His
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angels to write it. But He did not do this. God chose ordinary men to write it
for Him. We call these men prophets. The prophets of God were somewhat
like secretaries. God planted in their minds what they were to write, and they
wrote it down for God. However, God let each prophet write the Scriptures in
his own words. God inspired every word, yet He did not ignore the
individual prophet’s personality. God’s Book not only contains the direct
words of God, but also the thoughts and prayers and problems of people like
you and me. Through the stories of God’s dealings with people, God wants to
show us what He is like and how we can draw near to Him.

Why did God inspire the prophets to write the Holy Scriptures? He inspired
them so that the people of every generation might know what God wants them
to know. God spoke to the prophets because He wants to speak to you and
me through what they have written! All that God has said through His
prophets is profitable for us who are living today. God expects each of us to
know the message of the prophets.

Perhaps some think, “Ha! | don’t need to know what the first prophets wrote.
Their words are not important to me. Each prophet had his task (mission) to
accomplish. A prophet came, performed his task and passed on. Another
came, accomplished his task and passed on...and so forth. We who live today
don’'t need to know what the first prophets said!” Are these your thoughts
also? God’s thoughts do not agree with these thoughts! Listen to what the
Lord God says,

“I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the
[Holy Scriptures] until everything is accomplished. Anyone who breaks
one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the
same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven!” (Matt. 5:18,19) “All
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting
and training in righteousness!” (2 Tim. 3:16)

Truly, all that the prophets wrote is of great value, because they wrote it so
that people in every age might know the way of salvation that God has
established. Do you know what God’s prophets have written? God wants us to
know His Word, believe it and obey it! The Scripture says: “We have the word
of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it,
as to a light shining in a dark place!” (2 Pet. 1:19)

Yes, sometimes we hear those who fight against God’s Book, saying, “No
one can trust it! It is full of errors. It has been changed!” However, the one
who fights with the Word of Truth is fighting with God Himself. “An egg
should not wrestle with a rock!” {Wolof Proverb}. The Word of God is the
Rock, and man is the egg! Man cannot change the true Word of God-but the
true Word of God can change man! God is great, and is able to protect His
Eternal Word. That is what the Lord Himself said in the book known as the Injil
{The Gospel record is called the “Injil” in the Quran, Arabic for the Good
News or the Gospel.}: “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words
will never pass away!” (Matt. 24:35)
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Many people try to fight against the Word of God because it exposes the true
condition of their hearts. Listen to what God says about His own Word: “The
word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the
thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” (Heb. 4:12)

Yes, God’'s Word is living and active; it speaks to the heart. The Holy
Scriptures are the oldest collection of writings in the world, yet they are still
relevant for every person. Nothing is more important than the Word of God.
However, the Word of God is like rice and fish {ceebu jén: Senegal’s national
dish}. We all agree that rice and fish is delicious to eat and good for the body.
But unless | eat it, it is of no benefit to me. | must eat it. In a similar way, |
must partake of the Word of God, which nourishes my heart, if | want benefit
from it. This is why God says that “man does not live on bread alone, but on
every word that comes from the mouth of God.” (Matt. 4:4) It is only those
“who hunger and thirst for righteousness” who will be filled. (Matt. 5:6) Do
you hunger for the Word of God? It is food, delicious food. It is not food that
nourishes your body, but food that nourishes your heart and soul.

So we say to you who fear God and revere His Word: Make a serious effort
to follow regularly the program The Way of Righteousness. In this way you will
increase your knowledge of what God has said long ago through His prophets
and learn how you can be made righteous before God the Holy One. God has
spoken-and God wants to speak to you!

Before we leave you today, we need to clarify one more thing. In our
programs we will not rely on anything or anyone except that which is found in
the writings of God’s prophets. We who prepare these programs know nothing
about God’s Truth apart from that which God has made known in the
Scriptures. That which the prophet John, the son of Zachariah, declared in the
Gospel {Injil} is true: “A man can receive only what is given him from heaven.”
(John 3:27) We dare not rely on our own knowledge. We rely on God’s Word
alone. Our desire is to make known what God has declared in His Word
through His prophets.

Do you know what God has said in the Writings of the Prophets? Are you
among those who hunger and thirst for the Word of God and for true
righteousness? In His holy Word, God has revealed Himself and His righteous
way of salvation. We invite you to explore the Scriptures with us here on The
Way of Righteousness so that you might really understand what God has
said. The Word of God tells us: “Everything that was written in the past was
written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the
Scriptures we might have hope.” (Rom. 15:4)

May we all be certain of this one thing: God has spoken and He wants
everyone to listen and live! Old and young, men and women, rich and poor,
God is saying to every one of you: “Listen! Open your ears, and come to me.
Listen, and your soul will live!” (Isa. 55:3)

Friends, thank you for listening. In our next program, God willing, we will
present our second lesson which is entitled: “What is God like?” If you have
any guestions about what you have heard today, we invite you to write to The
Way of Righteousness, (+ P.O. Box, City, etc.) The Way of Righteousness, (+
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P.O. Box, City, etc.) {One possible way of concluding a lesson, see lesson #2
for another example.}

God bless you as you meditate upon this great invitation from God to you:

“Listen! Open your ears, and come to me. Listen, and your soul will
live!” (Isa. 55:3)
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LESSON 2

WHAT IS GOD LIKE?

GENEsSIS 1

eace be with you, listening friends.

We greet you in the name of God, the Lord of peace, who wants

everyone to understand and submit to the way of righteousness that He
has established, and have true peace with Him forever. We are happy to be
able to return today to present your program The Way of Righteousness.

In these programs we will be telling the stories of God’s prophets, one by
one. We also plan to explore the Holy Scriptures that the prophets wrote;
these declare the way of righteousness that God has decreed so that people
might be counted as righteous before Him.

In our first program, we discussed the Writings of the Prophets. We learned
that there are many prophets who wrote the Holy Scriptures, but that there is
only one Author. That One is God. In our last lesson, we left you with an
important thought. That thought was this: God has spoken! God has spoken
to mankind through the prophets and He wants each of us to listen to Him.
God wants to speak to us through the Writings of the Prophets. God never
changes, nor does His Word. In every generation, God has protected His
Word. “The Scripture cannot be broken.” (John 10:35) “The world will pass
away...but the Word of the Lord endures forever!” (1 John 2:17; 1 Pet. 1:25)
That is what the Scriptures say.

Today we are going to get into the first section in the Holy Scriptures. It is
called the Torah {or Pentateuch}. God planted this book in the mind of a man
named Moses {Musa in Arabic}. God told Moses what to write and Moses
wrote it down. About three thousand five hundred years have passed since
Moses’ time. The Torah consists of five books, or five parts. The first part is
known as Genesis {Lit. in Wolof: the Beginning}. There are fifty chapters in
the book of Genesis. The first book is called Genesis (the Beginning) because
it tells us what happened in the beginning.

It is important for us to know the first book of the Torah very well, because it
is the foundation that God laid, so that we might understand what He says
in the other books of the prophets that follow. As we study this book, we will
deepen our knowledge of many important truths. We will learn about God and
what He is like. We will study about the angels and Satan, the heavens and
the earth, animals and man. We will see how sin entered the world and
brought with it great destruction and sorrow. However, we will also examine
carefully the way of salvation which the Lord God has provided so that sinners
can return to God and have a wonderful relationship with Him. In the first
stories, we will see the first people, the first sin, and the first murderer. We will
read about the first false religions, the first prophets, and the first nations. We
will reflect on the story of Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Noah and the flood,
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God’s prophet Abraham and why he was called the friend of God. We will see
Ishmael and Isaac, Esau and Jacob and Joseph and his wicked brothers. The
first book of the Torah contains all this and much more.

Now therefore, friends, we ask you to listen carefully, because the time for
us to begin our (chronological) study of the Scriptures of the Prophets has
arrived. In the first book of the Torah, chapter one, verse one, we read: “In
the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (Gen. 1:1) This is
where we must begin our lesson in the Holy Scriptures, because it is here that
God Himself begins His Book: “In the beginning God created the heavens and
the earth.”

In this verse there is something we must consider. What existed before God
created the heavens and the earth? What was there before the world existed?
The Scriptures show us that nothing existed except God. That is why it says,
“In the beginning...God.” Everything that we can see and touch has a
beginning. Thus, long, long ago, there was a time when there was no sky or
earth, no ocean or trees. In the beginning, before God created the heavens
and the earth, there was no sun, no moon, no stars. In the beginning, there
were no men or angels. There was a time when there was nothing as we
know it today-nothing except God.

That is why we read in the first verse of the first book of the Holy Scriptures,
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” The Scriptures do
not say, “In the beginning God and the angels” or “In the beginning God and
men.” No. The Scriptures tell us, “In the beginning God.” In the beginning,
when nothing yet existed, before any angels or people existed...there was
only One who was living. That One is God!

In our world some say, “I cannot see God, therefore there is no God.” To
those people who deny that God exists, we would like to ask a few questions.
Have you ever seen an atom? Or the oxygen you breathe? Have you ever
seen the wind? You cannot see the wind, yet you know that the wind exists
because you can see what it does. You can see the trees that move in the
wind, but the wind itself no one can see. You cannot hold the wind in your
hand, but you can feel its cooling breeze. That is how it is with God. We
cannot see God, because God is invisible to human eyes. However, we know
that God exists because we see what God created. The Scripture says:
“God’s invisible qualities-his eternal power and divine nature-have been
clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are
without excuse.” (Rom. 1:20)

Another thing we can learn from the first verse of the Torah is this: God has
no beginning. God was not created in the beginning. God is the Lord of
Eternity. Everything that we know and see here in the world had a beginning.
But God had no beginning. He has no origin. He has no equal. Only He
existed in the beginning. No one gave birth to Him. No one created Him, and
He did not create Himself. That is why we read in the Holy Scriptures “In the
beginning God.” Only He has no beginning. He is the One who has always
existed and lives forever. The LORD {Lit. in Wolof: The Eternal One} is His
name. What He is like today, He was like yesterday. What He was yesterday,
He will be forever. God never changes.
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There is something else which we can learn from the verse that says, “In the
beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” It is this. God is great!
God who created everything is greater than everything and everyone. He is
the Lord of Creation. Truly, with our whole heart we can declare: “Allahu
Akbar!” {Arabic: God is greater!} God is great! He has no equal. He is greater
than everything in the world-ocean, wind, sun and stars! He is wiser and more
powerful than all spirits and people. He is worthy of glory forever! Just as the
one who builds a house is more important than the house, so God is superior
to everything, because He created everything. God is great! He lives by His
own power. He doesn’'t depend on anything. He is not dependent on anyone.
God is greater than everything. He needs nothing. He needs no one. He is the
Great One!

We humans have many needs. Every day we must breathe and sleep, drink
and eat. We need the sun and rain, food and water, clothes and housing,
father and mother, friends and money and so much more. How many are our
needs! However, the LORD who created everything, needs nothing! He does
not hunger. He does not thirst. He never gets tired. He does not have a body
like man. He has no limits. He has no end. He is the Eternal God. He is the
All-Powerful One.

Now, here is an important question. If God is not like a man and does not
have a body like us, what is God like? The Scripture responds to that question
with a clear answer. It says, “God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship
in spirit and in truth.” (John 4:24) What is God like? God is spirit. Man is body
and spirit, but God is only spirit. The Spirit of God has no limit. He is
everywhere. God is above everything and everyone. He fills everything. He
sees everything. Night and day are the same to God. If you hide in your room,
God is there and He sees you. God knows everything. He knows your
thoughts and the intentions of your heart. God is great!

So what is God like? Perhaps we can summarize what we have studied
today in this way: God is not like anyone. God is God and He has no equal.
In future lessons of your program The Way of Righteousness we will increase
our understanding of the character of God. In the Holy Scriptures, God has
hundreds and hundreds of names. He is The LORD. The Most High. The
Almighty. The Creator. The Author of Life. The Light. The Righteous One. The
Holy One. The Compassionate One. The God of Love. He is the living and
true God!

In truth, God, who created the heavens and the earth in the beginning, is the
Great One. Of Him, the Scriptures say:

“Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!...For
from him and through him and to him are all things.” (Rom. 11:33,36)
“God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords,
who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no
one has seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever. Amen!” (1
Tim. 6:15,16)
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In another chapter, God’s prophet, Moses, praises God in a beautiful song
saying, “Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and
true are your ways, King of the ages. Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring
glory to your name? For you alone are holy.” (Rev. 15:3,4) God is infinitely
great! That is what the first verse of God’s Word teaches us when it says, “In
the beginning God!”

And so friends, may we keep in our minds the truth that we have heard
today: “In the beginning God.” Only God existed in the beginning-and,
therefore, only God can reveal to us the truth about what happened in the
beginning. Only God can reveal to us the truth about what will happen in the
hereafter. And only God can reveal to us the truth about Himself.

Yes, we know that some people say, “No one can know God or what will
happen in the hereafter!” Nevertheless, the Writings of the Prophets tell us
that we can know God, and that we can know where we will spend
eternity. For the Word of God says,

“I write these things to you...so that you may know that you have eternal
life!” and so that you “may know him who is true...the true God and
eternal life! (1 John 5:13,20) “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no
mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him, but
God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things,
even the deep things of God.” (1 Cor. 2:9,10)

You who are listening to us today, do you know God personally? Or is He,
for you, simply the great Creator who is far off and unknowable? Dear friends,
God wants you to know Him and to live with Him forever! The Scriptures of
the Prophets teach us how we can have a wonderful and close relationship
with God. However, we must open our ears, and our minds, and our hearts to
what God is saying to us. Listen to what God says in His holy Word: “Turn to
Me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for | am God, and there is no
other!” (Isa. 45:22)

Friends, this is where we must stop today. However, we want to inform you
that these chronological lessons are available on audio-cassettes. If you
would like to own a complete set, write to us and we will tell you how to obtain
them. Or, if you prefer to have the Holy Scriptures in written form, we will send
you some Scripture portions. Our address is The Way of Righteousness, (+
P.O. Box, City, etc.) The Way of Righteousness, (+ P.O. Box, City, etc.) {We
leave this in as another example of the kind of offers that can be given at the
end of the lesson. In our Wolof radio programs, on every fourth program, we
mention the availability of cassettes. We send two or three cassettes to all
who write in, free of charge. Some purchase the whole 20-cassette (100-
lesson) series.}

Thank you for being with us today. In our next program, God willing, we will
look into a fascinating topic: the angels and Satan. Do you know the true story
about where they come from?

God bless you as you consider the verse in the Holy Scriptures that says:
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“God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in
truth.” (John 4:24)
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LESSON 3

SATAN AND THE ANGELS

ISAIAH 14; EZEKIEL 28

eace be with you, listening friends.

We greet you in the name of God, the Lord of peace, who wants

everyone to understand and submit to the way of righteousness that He
has established, and have true peace with Him forever. We are happy to be
able to return today to present your program The Way of Righteousness.

In our last program, we read the first verse in the Holy Scriptures, which
says: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (Gen. 1:1)
We saw that everything has a beginning except God. In the beginning, when
there was nothing, only One was living. That One was God. Only He existed
in the beginning. God is the Lord of Eternity. God is great and has no equal!
He has no beginning and no end. He has no needs. He is not limited. God is
spirit and can be everywhere at once. He is above everything and everyone.
He fills everything. He sees everything. He knows everything. He is unique.
God is great! That is why the Holy Scriptures say, “He alone is immortal and
lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be
honor and might forever! Amen!” (1 Tim. 6:16)

Today we begin our third lesson in the Scriptures of the Prophets. We intend
to consider what God’s Word teaches about the angels and Satan. Do you
know where angels come from? Or where Satan and demons come from? We
could not know about such things if God had not told them to us. But God tells
us about them in His Word. Let us therefore carefully examine the Holy
Scriptures, so that we might know the truth concerning the angels and Satan.

We remind you that, in The Way of Righteousness program, we are doing a
chronological study of the Writings of the Prophets-from beginning to end.
That is why, in the last broadcast, we studied about God Himself, because
God is the One who existed in the beginning. And, God willing, in our next
lesson, we will tell the story of how God made the world and all that is in it.
However, before God created people and the world in which we live, there
was something else He created first: the angels.

The Word of God tells us much about angels. Today we will try to summarize
the more important truths concerning these created beings. God’s Word tells
us that long, long ago, God, who is spirit, created many other spirits called
angels. The Scriptures say, “[All the angels are spirits.]” (Heb. 1:14) “[God]
makes his angels winds, His servants flames of fire.” (Heb. 1:7) Thus, the
Scriptures teach us that the angels, like God, are spirits. Their form is
compared with wind and fire. We cannot see the wind. No one can touch fire.
That is how it is with the angels of God. God did not create them with bodies
such as we have. We humans are made of body and spirit. However, the
angels are only spirits. That is why we cannot see them.
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How many angels did God create? What do the Scriptures say about this? It
says that God created many, many spirits beyond what anyone can count. On
high, in the presence of God, there are “many angels, nhumbering thousands
upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand.” (Rev. 5:11) God our
Lord is great! God, who has no limit, created for Himself thousands and
thousands of beautiful, good and wise angels. The Scriptures tell us that the
angels of God have great power. They are more powerful than we are. Yet
like all creatures, they have their limitations. They are not all-powerful. They
cannot be everywhere and they do not know everything. They are merely
creatures. Only One is without limits. That One is God.

Something else we must understand about the angels is this: When God
created the angels they were holy creatures, all of them. In the beginning,
there were no evil angels. In the beginning, the Devil {Qur'anic/Arabic: “Iblis”}
did not yet exist. There were no evil spirits. God did not create any evil angels.
We must retain this truth in our minds: God can do anything, except one thing.
God cannot do what is evil. Let us not forget this. God cannot create what is
bad because He is good. God cannot make mistakes because He is perfect.
Sin cannot come forth from Him because He is pure and holy. Everything
that God thinks and says and does is good and perfect. That is why the
Scriptures say: “God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone.”
(Jam. 1:13) Well then, where does evil come from? We will see God’s answer
shortly. First, however, there is something else we must know about the
angels.

Why did God create the angels? The Scriptures teach us that God created
them so that they could be with God to love Him, to praise Him and to
serve Him in the joy of heaven forever. God owned them, all of them,
because He created them. They all dwelt in the “house” of God on high, in
heaven, far beyond the moon, sun and stars. Did you know that there is a
special place where God dwells? True, in our last lesson we learned that
God is everywhere. However, the Scriptures also teach us about a wonderful
place in the universe that is holy, full of light and beauty, where God lives and
displays all His glory. This is the place that the prophets of God call The
presence of God or Heaven or Paradise. This is where God dwells with His
holy angels.

There is something else which we need to know about the angels. It is this:
The angels are not all the same. Some angels are more beautiful and more
wise than others. Some angels surround the throne of God in heaven. Others
help and protect people. Other angels, like Gabriel and Michael, stand in the
presence of God and are sent forth to accomplish special missions on the
earth.

Some angels oversee others. Have you ever heard the name Lucifer? The
Word of God tells us that there was a time when Lucifer was the chief of all
the angels. If you know the story of Lucifer, you know where Satan himself
comes from.

The Scriptures tell us that when God first created the angels, Lucifer was
the most beautiful, the most powerful, and the wisest of them all. Lucifer
means the shining one. Lucifer was superior to all the other angels in
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knowledge and wisdom, and in power and authority. God gave him beauty
and intelligence beyond measure. Lucifer should have worshiped God, loved
him and obeyed him forever, because God created him and greatly blessed
him. However, in the Writings of the Prophets we read that one day Lucifer
showed contempt for God, and his heart was filled with pride. Lucifer said in
his heart, “I will ascend to heaven; | will raise my throne above the stars of
God; | will sit enthroned...l will ascend above the tops of the clouds; | will
make myself like the Most High [God]!” (Isa. 14:13,14)

Incredible! Lucifer, who had nothing apart from what God had given him,
wanted to steal the glory of God, the Most High! And not only did Lucifer rebel
against God, but one third of the angels who were in heaven chose to turn
their backs on the LORD God, and to follow Lucifer in his sin. (See Revelation
12:4)

However God is God, and God knew everything that Lucifer and his angels
intended to do. As we already learned in our last study, no one can do
anything in secret before God, because God knows everything before it even
happens! God saw the sin that was in the heart of Lucifer and in the hearts of
the angels who followed him.

So what happened? What did God do? Would God allow Lucifer, who had
rebelled against Him, to take His place? Could God condone sin? Could God
live together with the sin of pride and rebellion? Never! The Writings of
the Prophets teach us that God, our God, is holy and cannot look on evil. God
cannot tolerate sin. He will not give His glory to another. God is unique; no
one can replace Him! Thus, the Scriptures say that God expelled Lucifer
and his evil angels from His holy presence. Lucifer and those who followed
him could no longer live in heaven, in the house of God, because they had
sinned by wanting to replace God. That is why God cast out Lucifer and his
evil angels. God, who is holy, must judge and punish everyone who rebels
against Him.

After Lucifer sinned, his name was changed. He was no longer called
Lucifer, the shining one, but Satan. Satan means Adversary. Lucifer had
become God’'s enemy. And, as you know, Satan and his angels still reject
God and all that is good. They reject the Word of God and deny it. Satan
fights against God and tries to ruin and hinder God’s plans. However, God is
the great Judge, and no one can win against Him! “An egg should not wrestle
with a rock!” {Wolof Proverb}

The Holy Scriptures tell us that after God expelled Satan and his angels, He
created for them the fires of hell which are never extinguished. There is a
day coming when God will cast into that fire, Satan and his angels, and all
who follow them. Thus, it is written: “They will be tormented day and night for
ever and ever.” (Rev. 20:10)

However the Scriptures teach us that Satan is not yet in the fire (hell). The
Word of God says that Satan is in the world and fights against God. He is
the Destroyer. He wants to destroy God’s work. He wants men, whom God
created, to perish and go to hell with him. The Word of God says that most
people are under the control of Satan, but they do not know it because
Satan is a deceiver. Thus, the Scripture says, “Satan himself masquerades
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as an angel of light.” (2 Cor. 11:14) He tries to deceive men so that they will
not pay attention to the Word of God. That is why one of God’s prophets
wrote, “Be alert! Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking
for someone to devour.” (1 Pet. 5:8) Beware! The devil wants to destroy you
forever!

But praise be to God! He has given us His Word so that we can escape the
power of Satan. The Scriptures say, “You will know the truth, and the truth will
set you free!” (John 8:32) Do you know the truth that can free you from the
terrible devices of Satan? Let us not forget: Satan is wiser than we are. But
God is wiser than Satan. Satan is stronger than we are. But God is stronger
than Satan. Do you know the Word of Truth that can deliver you from Satan’s
power? Many people do not like to hear God'’s truth. Why do people refuse to
listen to the truth? It is because the devil has deceived them. He encourages
them to believe what is not true. To be sure, the truth is not always pleasant to
hear. “Truth is a hot pepper.” {Wolof proverb} However, if you know the truth
of God’s Word, and believe it, you will be freed from Satan’s power. God’s
truth can free people from Satan’s lies. But you must know the truth and
believe it!

Listen to what the Word of God says: “Dear friends, do not believe every
spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many
false prophets have gone out into the world.” (1 John 4:1). “Do not treat [the
words of the prophets] with contempt. Test everything. Hold on to the good.
Avoid every kind of evil.” (1 Thes. 5:20-22) Do you really know what the
prophets of God have written? Do you understand the Word of Truth? Do
you believe it in your heart?

Friends, thank you for listening. We invite you to join us in the next broadcast
when we will study together how God created the world. If you have any
guestions about anything that we have studied today, write to us at The Way
of Righteousness, etc....

We look forward to being with you next time. May God bless you as you
consider the wonderful promise in His Word that says,

“You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free!” (John 8:32)
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LESSON 4

How Gob MADE THE WORLD

GENESIS 1

eace be with you, listening friends.

We greet you in the name of God, the Lord of peace, who wants

everyone to understand and submit to the way of righteousness that He
has established, and have true peace with Him forever. We are happy to be
able to return today to present your program The Way of Righteousness.

In our last program, we read what God’s prophets have written concerning
the angels and Satan. We learned that God, in the beginning, created
millions of spirits, calling them angels. Among the angels, one was more
intelligent and more beautiful than the others. That angel’s name was Lucifer.
However, there came a day when Lucifer glorified himself in his heart and
showed contempt for God, wanting to take God’s place. Also, many other
angels chose to follow Lucifer in his sin. Thus God, who cannot tolerate those
who rebel against Him, expelled Lucifer and the evil angels from His holy
presence. Lucifer's name was changed to Satan-meaning Adversary. After
God expelled Satan and his angels, He created for them the fires of hell which
are never extinguished. And one day God will throw Satan and all who follow
him into that fire. However, Satan has not yet been put into hell. He is in the
world, seeking to deceive whomever he can, so that they too will perish.

Today is our fourth lesson in the Writings of the Prophets. In the first book of
the Torah, called Genesis, in the first chapter, in the first two verses, the
Scripture says, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now
the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the
deep.” (Gen. 1:1,2)

In the beginning, when God first created the heavens and the earth, nothing
was living here on the earth. Everything was formless and dark. Only Satan
and his angels were here. However, God planned to create humans, who
would have the capacity to know God, to love Him and to obey Him forever.
However, before He created man, God planned to make a beautiful world
where man could live in true prosperity. Today then, we will see how God
created and prepared the world for the people whom He planned to create.

What do the Scriptures say about how God created the world? It says, “In six
days the LOrRD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in
them.” (Exod. 20:11) Now let us look in the first chapter of the Torah to see
what God created in those six days.

1.) Concerning the first day, the Scriptures say,

“The Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. And God said, ‘Let there
be light,” and there was light. God saw that the light was good, and he
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separated the light from the darkness. God called the light ‘day’, and the
darkness he called ‘night. And there was evening, and there was
morning, the first day.” (Gen. 1:2-5)

Thus, on the first day, God commanded, “Let there be light in the darkness.”
God ordered the earth, which is like a great ball in the heavens, to rotate once
every twenty four hours. That is why we have about twelve hours of daylight
and twelve hours of night. What a great thing God did on the first day in
separating the light from the darkness!

2.) Concerning the second day, the Scriptures say,

“And God said, ‘Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate
water from water.” So God made the expanse and separated the water
under the expanse from the water above it. And it was so. God called the
expanse ‘sky’.” (Gen. 1:6-8)

On the second day God created the sky around the earth which we call the
atmosphere. The atmosphere is the sky which surrounds the world and
contains the air we breathe. That same atmosphere protects everything and
everyone from the heat of the sun and many other calamities. Without this
special sky that God created on the second day, man could not live on the
earth.

3.) On the third day, God created the oceans, the dry land, and
vegetation. Listen to what the Scriptures say:

“And God said, ‘Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place,
and let dry ground appear.” And it was so. God called the dry ground
‘land’, and the gathered waters he called ‘seas’. And God saw that it was
good. Then God said, ‘Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing
plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to
their various kinds.” And it was so...And God saw that it was good. And
there was evening, and there was morning-the third day.” (Gen. 1:9-
11,13)

Thus, on the third day, God the Great Designer, created the oceans and the
rivers, along with thousands of different types of trees and plants, each with
its own fruit and seeds. What a delicious variety of foods God made:
mangoes, bananas, coconuts, melons, tomatoes, cabbages, carrots, rice,
millet, peanuts, and thousands of other kinds of food! And God said,
concerning everything that He had created, “It is good!” Everything that God
makes and does is good, wonderful and perfect! We have already seen that
there is only one thing that God cannot do. God cannot do that which is bad,
because God is good!

Perhaps some of you are asking, “If God is good, then why is the world full of
evil and strife? Why didn’t my field produce well this year? Why is my child
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sick? If God is good, why does evil come forth from man?” Truly, these are
important questions, and the Holy Scriptures give us satisfying answers which
we will hear in coming lessons. For today however, let us simply keep in mind
this important truth: God is good, and as a result, everything that God
created was good.

Let us take a moment to consider the goodness of God. We just heard how
He created the trees on the third day. Do you know why God created the
trees with their fruit? Did God need them? Did He create the trees full of lovely
fruit to satisfy His own hunger? No! God the Creator is never hungry and is in
need of nothing! Why, then, did God create the trees? The Scriptures show us
that, God, in His goodness, created everything for man, whom He planned to
create on the sixth day.

Do you recognize the goodness of God? Can you taste a mango with its
delicious flavor, or smell a flower with its lovely scent and not recognize the
goodness of God? Can you see a tree and not thank the One who made it for
you? Without trees-life would be horrible! We would not have any firewood
with which to cook, or lumber with which to build a boat or a house. We would
not have shade in which to relax during the heat of the day, or leaves for tea
and medicine. Without trees-life would be impossible. And the trees that God
created are only one of thousands of good things that God made for our
happiness. God wants us to recognize His goodness. That is what the prophet
David wrote in the Psalms saying, “Taste and see that the LORD is good.”
(Psa. 34:8) But now we must continue in today’s lesson, before our time runs
out.

4.) On the fourth day, God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky
to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark
seasons and days and years.” (Gen. 1:14) God simply gave the order, and
the sun, the moon and the stars came into existence in the sky. God spoke
another word, and the earth began to orbit the sun. He spoke again and the
moon began to orbit the earth.

What did God use to create everything in the world? What does the
Scripture say? It says:

“The universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was
not made out of what was visible.” (Heb. 11:3) “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him
nothing was made that has been made.” (John 1:1-3)

We have already read that on the first day God simply spoke and said, “Let
there be light” and there was light. On the second day God said, “Let there be
an expanse” and there was an expanse. On the third day God spoke again
and what He spoke came into existence, and so forth. Now therefore, what
did God use to create everything that is in the world? God used nothing
except His Word! All He did was speak, and what He spoke came to pass.
God created everything by His Word. And the Scripture tells that, not only did
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God create everything by His Word, God also sustains everything (holds all
things together) by His powerful Word. It is by the power of God’s word that
the moon and the stars stay in the sky in their appointed places. It is by the
command of God that the sun rises and sets each day at its appointed times.
Just think how difficult our lives would be, if we did not know whether the sun
would rise tomorrow or not! The Scriptures say, “God is faithful!” {In Wolof:
God keeps His covenants} (1 Cor. 1:9) He can be depended upon. He never
goes back on His word. He never changes. “The word of the Lord stands
forever!” (1 Pet. 1:25)

5.) On the fifth day, God created thousands and thousands of species of fish
and birds. The Scriptures say,

“And God said, ‘Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly
above the earth across the expanse of the sky.” So God created the great
creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing with which the
water teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to
its kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them and said, ‘Be
fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the
birds increase on the earth.” And there was evening, and there was
morning, the fifth day.” (Gen. 1:20-23)

6.) Concerning the sixth day, the Scriptures tell us that God created animals
and man. Unfortunately, we do not have time today to explain this important
event. God willing, in the next program, we will carefully examine what the
Scriptures say about how God created the first man and why He created him.

Today we have considered the goodness of God. We have read what the
prophet of God, David, wrote saying, “Taste and see that the LORD is good!”
Friends, have you really tasted the goodness of God? Every day we taste
and eat various foods that God has provided for us, but have we really
“tasted” and recognized God’s goodness? If you really want to taste the
goodness of God you must listen to and believe the Word of God. The Holy
Scripture says: “Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that
comes from the mouth of God.” (Matt. 4:4) In our next lesson, we will discover
that man is not just a body, but also the owner of a soul. Our souls must feed
on the words of God. God’s Word is so good and incomparably wonderful, but
we must hunger for it. Does your soul hunger for a knowledge of God and His
eternal Word as much as your stomach hungers for food? If you hunger for
the Word of God in this way, you will discover the Truth that can give you a
perfect peace with God here on earth and an incorruptible inheritance in
heaven above! We know that this is true, because God Himself promises it,
when He says: “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled!” (Matt. 5:6) Amen.

Thank you for your attention. We urge you to join us next time as we see
how God created the first man and, even more important, why God created
him....

May God bless you and may you never forget His wonderful invitation to you:
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“Taste and see that the LORD is good!” (Psa. 34:8)
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LESSON 5

WHY GoD CREATED MAN

GENESIS 1,2

eace be with you, listening friends.

We greet you in the name of God, the Lord of peace, who wants

everyone to understand and submit to the way of righteousness that He
has established, and have true peace with Him forever. We are happy to be
able to return today to present your program The Way of Righteousness.

In our last program, we read how God created the heavens, earth, oceans
and all they contain. God the LORD made everything in six days using nothing
but His Word. We also saw why God created the world. He made it for the
people whom He planned to create for His own glory. How kind of God to
create a beautiful and wonderful place where man could live in true prosperity!

Today we plan to examine the Scriptures and to learn exactly how God
created the first man. With God’s help, we will also seek to understand why
He created man. In the Torah, in the book of Genesis, in the first chapter, in
verse twenty-six, the Word of God says,

“The LorD {*YHWH?” in Hebrew; The Everlasting One in Wolof} said, ‘Let
us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish
of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth,
and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” So God created
man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and
female he created them.” (Gen. 1:26,27)

We have before us a profound and awesome truth that everyone needs to
understand: God created the first man and woman in His own image!
Think of it! God made man to be like Him! Truly, man is the most important
creature among all the creatures that God made. Only man was created in the
image of God.

Now then, what does the Word of God mean when it says: “God created
man in His own image”? In chapter two, verse seven, the Scripture says: “The
LorD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being (soul).” (Gen.
2:7) We notice in this verse that when God created the first man, He created
him with two elements: a body and a soul. Man is not merely a physical
being. He has a body and a soul. God created man in two steps. Listen again
to what the Scriptures say: One: “The LORD God formed the man from the
dust of the ground” Two: God “breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and
the man became a living [soul].”

From this Scripture we learn that when God created man, He first formed a
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body. Why did God make the body first? He made the body first because it
would be the dwelling place into which He would place man’s soul. Do you
know that your body is your house; the temporary “tent” in which “the real you”
(your soul) lives? That is what the Scriptures teach, saying, “The body we
have on earth is like a tent.” (2 Cor. 5:1) God created the human body for the
soul to dwell in.

With what did God create the first human body? The Scriptures say that the
LorD formed it from the dust of the ground. In the modern age in which we
live, we know that the dust of the earth is composed of about twenty
chemicals. Scientists tell us that all twenty of those chemical substances are
found in the human body. That is why God’s Prophet David wrote in the
Psalms, “The LorRD knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are
dust!” (Psa. 103:14) Yes, the body is made of dust, but this does not mean
that it is worthless! In the human body, there are more than seventy thousand-
thousand-thousand-thousand (70 trillion) parts we call cells. And all those
parts are woven together and designed to function in perfect harmony. The
human body is a miracle! In our bodies, God has placed the brain, heart,
lungs, stomach, liver, intestines, bones, muscles, skin, eyes, ears, nose,
mouth, and many, many other amazing parts. Every part “knows” its role. Only
God could have created it! That is why the prophet David also wrote, “LORD, |
praise you because | am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are
wonderful, I know that full well!” (Psa. 139:14)

Yes, the human body is an incredible wonder! Yet was it the body that God
created in His own image? No! This cannot be, because God is spirit. God did
not create the physical form of man in His own image. What then does the
Scripture mean when it tells us that “God created man in His own image?” It
means that God created the soul of man in His image.

We already observed that when God first created the body of man from the
dust of the earth, it was without life. It was only a corpse. Why did God first
create the body of man, before He put the soul in it? Why did God, who is all
powerful, not create man in one simple step, as He had done with all the other
creatures? Perhaps God did it in this way to teach us that man, in himself, has
no power over life. Man cannot give himself life and man cannot create
anything that lives. God is the LorD of Life, and in Him alone can life be
found. Life does not come from man; it is a gift from God! The Scripture
says, “The LORD God...breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the
man became a living being.” The body that God had created began to live.
Why was it alive? Because God, the LorD of Life, gave it a soul! God
breathed His life into the corpse. The life that was in God, was now in man.
Thus, man became a living being.

So what was it that God created in His own image? The soul. God created
the soul of man in His own image. Did you know that there are certain
characteristics that are found in the Spirit of God which are also found in the
spirit of man? Before we conclude today’s lesson, we want to consider three
characteristics, or attributes (features), found in God, which are also found in
man. As we think about these three features that we share with God, we can
understand better what the Scriptures mean when they say, “God created
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man in His own image.” These three features that God placed in the soul of
man are as follows:

One: God gave man a mind (spirit), so that he could know God.
Two: God gave man a heart (emotions), so that he could love God.

Three: God gave man a will (freedom of choice), so that he could
obey God.

Just as God is the possessor of a mind, and a heart, and a will, so God
placed in the soul of man a mind, a heart, and a will. Let us consider what this
means.

1.) First, God gave man a mind capable of knowing God and thinking as
God thinks. God created man with such a powerful mind, because He planned
for man to have close fellowship with Himself. When we read about the life
of the prophet of God, Abraham, we will see that he was called the friend of
God. Abraham knew God personally and had a close relationship with Him.
However, Abraham is not the only one who has been offered the privilege of
being the friend of God. We too can be “friends of God.” God wants us to
have close fellowship with Him. That is why He placed in man’s soul a mind
(spirit) that can harmonize with the mind (spirit) of God.

Perhaps we can clarify what we are saying with a question. What
distinguishes a man from an animal? The mind. The mind and spirit of
man is very different from the mind of an animal. Why is it that animals cannot
understand this radio program? Because they do not have the same kind of
mind that we have. Listening friends, why are you able to understand our
words? Because you share the same kind of mind—a human mind. In a similar
way, man’s spirit is designed to harmonize (correspond, fellowship) with
God's Spirit.

Of course, in saying this, we must not think that our minds and the mind of
God are equal in wisdom and knowledge. Never! The wisdom of God is deep,
and His knowledge far surpasses the wisdom of man. What we need to
understand is this: God has given to man a spirit that has the possibility of
enjoying a meaningful relationship with the Living God. God does not
want you to be like the animals who cannot know Him! An animal has a brain,
but cannot think about God. An animal has a mouth, but it cannot thank
God for the food that He provides for it each day. It has eyes, but it cannot
study the Holy Scriptures. It has ears, but it cannot listen to the Word of
God. However, man, whom God created in His image, can come to know the
LORD God. Yes, you who are listening today, you can know God! You can
have a wonderful relationship with your Creator, if you believe and receive the
righteous way of salvation that He has established. We will be explaining
God’s way of salvation clearly in the coming lessons, but what we must
understand today is that God has given man a spirit capable of knowing Him.

2.) God placed something else in the soul of man when He created him in
His image. A heart. God gave man a heart so that he could love God. We are
not talking about the heart that pumps blood, but about what you feel in your
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soul, your emotions, and your thoughts. We are talking about the very
intentions of your heart. God gave the first man the capacity to feel the
emotions that God Himself feels. God can love, hate, rejoice, and feel sorrow
and compassion. Therefore God placed within the soul of man a heart
capable of feeling emotions such as love and hate. God wants man to love
what God loves and hate what God hates. God wants us to love Him with
all our heart. That is why He created man in His own image, and gave him a
heart.

3.) There is something else that God gave to man, whom He created in His
own image. He placed in the soul of man a will. God permits every person to
choose his own path. God Himself has authority to choose whether He will
do something or not. Thus, God created man with the right and responsibility
to make important choices for himself. God could have created man so that
he would (automatically) do His will, and not have any choice in the matter.
However, God gave to man a free will and the responsibility to choose for
himself whether to obey God. God did not want to create a mere machine
(robot). God did not create man in the image of the sun that rises every day,
but has no choice in the matter. The sun fulfils the will of God every day
“automatically.” That is not how it is with man. Man is a special creation.
God created us for Himself. God wants us to choose to love Him and worship
Him. God has committed a great responsibility to man! Man must choose for
himself whether to follow God or Satan, whether he will cherish the Word of
God or despise it. God will not force anyone to believe His Word. He will
never force us to love Him and obey Him. Love is not love if it is coerced. God
allows each of us to choose for ourselves which path we will follow. But, in the
end, God will judge everyone who rejects His kingdom, because God created
man for Himself. That is what the Scriptures say.

We are here on earth for God. We are not here for ourselves or for money,
or for anything or anyone else. God created us for Himself; for His
pleasure and glory. God created us with the capacity to know Him, love
Him and obey Him forever! Yes...forever! The Eternal God has given each
of us an eternal soul. It is God’s will that we have a deep and wonderful
relationship with Him today, tomorrow and throughout eternity. It is for this
reason that God created man in His own image.

We bid you farewell with this verse from the Holy Scriptures which reminds
us of God’s intention for man: “The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the
LorD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength!” (Mark 12:29,30)

Thank you for listening. God willing, in our next program we will learn about
the first humans, Adam and Eve....

May God bless you and give you insight into the meaning and importance of
the greatest commandment ever spoken:

“Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your strength!” (Mark 12:30)

32



LESSON 6

ADAM AND EVE
AND THE GARDEN OF PARADISE

GENESIS 2

eace be with you, listening friends.

We greet you in the name of God, the Lord of peace, who wants

everyone to understand and submit to the way of righteousness that He
has established, and have true peace with Him forever. We are happy to be
able to return today to present your program The Way of Righteousness.

We are continuing our study about what happened in the beginning. In
today’s lesson we will meet Adam and Eve, and learn about their first day on
earth.

We already read in the Torah: “In six days the LORD made the heavens and
the earth, the sea, and all that is in them.” (Exod. 20:11) We also observed
how God created the first man on the sixth day. God created man with a body
and a soul. God formed the body of man from the dust of the earth, and then
He placed in it an eternal soul. God created the soul of man in His own image.
This means that God placed in man’s soul a special mind (spirit), so that man
could know God. God also gave man a heart (emotions) with which he could
love God. And He entrusted man with a will (free choice), so that he would
have to choose for himself whether to obey God or to disobey Him.

After God finished creating the first man, He had other things to do before
He could rest from His work of creation. These works are what we want to
learn about today. Let us continue in the Torah, in the second chapter of the
book of Genesis. We begin with verse seven. The Scripture says:

“The LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.
Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and
there he put the man he had formed.” (Gen. 2:7,8)

The Scriptures relate to us how God prepared a delightful garden for the
man whom He had created. The garden was called Eden {Lit. delight} or the
Garden of Paradise. Some think that this garden in which God placed the
first man was in heaven. However the Scriptures show us that it was located
here on earth, in the east, in Eden, probably where the country of Iraq is
today. The Writings of God's prophets never confuse the Garden of
Paradise (Eden) which was on the earth, and the heavenly Paradise which
is above, in the presence of God.
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In the verses that follow, the Scripture says:

“The LorD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground, trees that
were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden
were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. A
river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated
into four headwaters.... The LORD God took the man [that is Adam] and
put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.” (Gen.
2:9,10,15)

Thus we see that God made for the first man, Adam, a lovely place where he
could live in true prosperity. God placed him in a luscious garden full of trees
that produced fruit beautiful to behold and delicious to eat. In this enchanting
place, everything was perfect and wonderful. Adam’s senses were alive;
his eyes took in the beauty, his ears took in the melody of birds singing in the
trees, and his senses absorbed the fragrance of the flowers that permeated
the garden. God gave Adam everything for his enjoyment. We also read how
God, in His goodness, entrusted Adam with a satisfying task: to take care of
the garden, so that he would be happily occupied.

The most wonderful thing that took place in Eden, was that God Himself
would come to the garden in the cool of the evening so that He might talk
with the man whom He had created in His own image. (See Gen. 3:8) Why
did God come visit Adam? He visited Adam, because, as we have already
learned, God created man for fellowship. God’s intention was that He and
humans might fellowship together, talk together, rejoice together, and spend
eternity together with unified minds and hearts. Yes, God wanted man {Lit.
humans} to grow in a deep and wonderful relationship with Him forever.

Now there is something else we need to know about the garden into which
God placed the first man. In the middle of the garden, God planted two very
important trees. One was called the tree of life, and the other the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. God placed the tree of life in the garden to
remind Adam that He intended for man to share His eternal life. As for the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, God placed it in the middle of the
garden to test Adam. Listen to what the Scriptures say: “And the LORD God
commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but
you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for [in the
day that] you eat of it you will surely die.” (Gen. 2:16,17)

Why did God forbid Adam to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil? Is God stingy? No, He is not stingy! In fact, one of His names is “the
Generous One!” {James 1:5 in Wolof} God told Adam, “You can eat of every
tree ...except one.” Was that a difficult command? No, it was not. God, in His
grace, gave Adam everything he needed to be happy. He did not withhold any
good thing from him. However, God, in His perfect plan, placed before Adam
a simple test, so that Adam might have the opportunity to show God that he
loved Him enough to obey His command. As the Lord God says in His Word:
“If anyone loves me, he will obey my [word] ...He who does not love me will
not obey my [word].” (John 14:23,24) God wanted to test Adam’s love and
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loyalty {Lit. in Wolof: to see where his heart was}. That is why He gave him
this simple command. God did not create a mechanical man (robot). God
created a man with a mind, a heart, and a free will so that he could choose for
himself to love and obey God.

What did God tell Adam would happen to him if he ate of the forbidden tree?
Let us reread the Scriptures. God said, “You must not eat from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, for [in the day that] you eat of it you will surely
die!” Thus, God informed Adam that disobedience to His command would
produce death. God loved the man He had created; thus He warned him in
unmistakable words, saying: Adam, if you disobey me, you will die because
my holy law requires the death of “the soul that sins.” (Ezek. 18:20)

Perhaps someone is asking: What is sin? The Scriptures say: “Sin is
lawlessness.” (1 John 3:4) “All wrongdoing is sin.” (1 John 5:17)
“Anyone...who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins.”
(Jam. 4:17) Sin is going your “own way.” (Isa. 53:6) Sin is anything that does
not agree with God. What will happen to those who sin against God? The
Word of God says, “The soul that sins must die!” (Ezek. 18:20). And in
another verse, it says, “the wages of sin is death.” (Rom. 6:23) What is
death? Some think that to die is to cease existing; everything is finished and
you no longer know anything. But if we rely on the Writings of the Prophets,
we will see that this is not what death is. In the Holy Scriptures, in the Hebrew
language in which it was written, death signifies separation. Death is
separation from life.

When God said to Adam: “If you eat of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil you will surely die,” this is what He was saying: Adam, if you eat of
the tree which | have prohibited, in that day you will die, that is: you will be
separated from Me. If you disobey me you can no longer have a close
relationship with me. | am holy and | cannot tolerate sin or those who reject
my way. | expelled Lucifer and his angels when they sinned, and | will expel
you too if you sin. Also, if you eat of the fruit of the forbidden tree, your body
will begin to grow old and, eventually, it will die, that is: your soul will leave
your body. And that is not all. If you disobey me, not only will your body die,
but your soul will go to the place created for Satan and his angels. And there
you will be separated from me for ever and ever!

Thus, we see that sin produces three horrible separations. First, your
soul is separated from God here on earth. That is, you have no relationship
with God the Holy One because of the sin in your heart. Second, your soul
will be separated from your body on the day you die. That is, your body will
die and your soul will meet God for judgment. Third, your soul and body will
be separated from God forever in the lake of fire.

Based on the authority of the Word of God, what is death? In short, death is
separation from the God of Life. Sin separates man from God, the source of
true life. God is holy and cannot coexist with sin. The soul that sins is like a
branch of a tree that is cut off and cast away. What happens when a branch
is no longer part of the tree? A branch that is cut off, is it alive? No, it is dead!
The leaves do not become instantly dry, but they have begun to die. Similarly,
if you have not received the way of forgiveness of sin which God has
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provided, you may think that you are alive, but the Scriptures of the Prophets
say that, before God, you are “dead in your transgressions and sins.” (Eph.
2:1) “Your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have
hidden His face from you.” (Isa. 59:2) You are “like a branch that is
thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire
and burned.” (John 15:6)

The branch that is no longer connected to the tree cannot produce fruit. That
is how a sinner is before God. He cannot produce anything pleasing to God,
because he has no relationship with God, who is the “True Tree,” the
Source of true life. Sinners can only expect God’'s righteous judgment.
However, in the Writings of the Prophets, God has declared how we can be
made righteous before Him and know for sure that our sins are removed. It is
this that we will be considering in coming lessons.

Before we close, we would like to read what is found in the remainder of this
chapter. The Scriptures tell us how God created the first woman. Listen:

“The LorD God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone. | will make a
helper suitable for him.” So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a
deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and
closed up the place with flesh. Then the LORD God made a woman from
the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. The
man said, ‘This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall
be called ‘woman’, for she was taken out of man.’ For this reason a man
will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will
become one flesh. The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt
no shame.” (Gen. 2:18,21-25)

Thus, we discover that marriage was designed by God. God created one
man and one woman so that they could love each other, share their lives
together, and have a happy family that glorifies God. God, who loved Adam
and wanted him to be perfectly happy, gave him a very wonderful gift: a wife!
God wanted Adam to cherish his wife, provide for her, and love her as he
loved himself. Even more important, God wanted the man and the woman to
enjoy a deep relationship with Himself—-to know Him, love Him and obey Him
forever. (See Ephesians 5:21-33; 6:1-4)

Thus, God finished His work of creation. The Scriptures says:

“God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was
evening, and there was morning, the sixth day. Thus, the heavens and
the earth were completed in all their vast array. By the seventh day God
had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he
rested from all his work. And God blessed the seventh day and made it
holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had
done.” (Gen. 1:31-2:3)

Why did God rest on the seventh day? Was it because He was tired? No,
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God is never tired! The Scriptures say that God rested because He had
“finished the work!” Everything was perfect. That is why God rested
(ceased) from His work on the seventh day. That is also why there are seven
days in a week.

Friends, thank you for listening. Next time, God willing, we will learn how sin
entered the world....

God bless you as you ponder this declaration from His Word:

“The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life...!”
(Rom. 6:23a)
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LESSON 7

How SIN ENTERED THE WORLD

GENESIS 3

eace be with you, listening friends.

We greet you in the name of God, the Lord of peace, who wants

everyone to understand and submit to the way of righteousness that He
has established, and have true peace with Him forever. We are happy to be
able to return today to present your program The Way of Righteousness.

In the past two studies, we learned how God created the first two people.
The Scripture says, “God created man in his own image, in the image of God
he created him; male and female he created them.” (Gen. 1:27) Within the
soul of the man and the woman, God placed a spirit capable of knowing God,
and a heart capable of loving Him. God also entrusted them with a free will, so
that they could choose for themselves whether to obey Him or not. We also
saw that God placed man in the Garden of Paradise, a delightful garden He
had prepared on the earth in a place called Eden. God gave the first man,
Adam, and the first woman, Eve, everything they needed to live in peace and
true prosperity. God wanted people to know Him, love Him, and worship
Him forever.

Thus, we saw that God, in keeping with His perfect plan, placed a simple
test before the man whom He had created. In the middle of the garden, God
planted the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and then commanded
the man, saying, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you
must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for [in the day
that] you eat of it you will surely die.” (Gen. 2:16)

Why did God test Adam in this way? God wanted to show the condition of
Adam’s heart. God did not test Adam to cause him to sin, but to bless and
strengthen him. The man whom God created had no faults and was without
sin, but that does not mean he possessed a perfect love or a mature
character. God placed a test before Adam, to test his love. If Adam stood the
test and obeyed God, he would prove that he loved God in his heart. Also, if
Adam stood the test and refused to sin, that test would strengthen him,
because the Scriptures say that “patience in times of trial produces character.”
(Rom. 5:4)

Today then, we have come to the third chapter in the book of Genesis. This
is the chapter which shows us how sin entered the world. If we are familiar
with the teaching of this chapter, then we know why the heart of man is
crooked and evil, and why the world is full of suffering and pain.

We have already seen that, in the beginning, Adam and Eve were in the
Garden of Paradise where they were perfectly satisfied and had everything for
their enjoyment. The best thing of all, was that the Lord God visited the
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garden each day, in the cool of the evening, so that He might talk with Adam
and Eve. God visited them because He wanted to have a meaningful and
wonderful relationship with them.

However, the Scriptures tell us that someone else was also in the garden.
Do you know who it was? It was Satan, God’s adversary, the devil. When
God created the world and all that it contains, Satan was watching. When God
gave Adam the commandment not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, Satan was listening. And he did not stop at simply watching and
listening, but he was also weaving a plan to spoil God’'s wonderful works.
Satan planned to tempt man whom God had created so that he would disobey
God, commit sin, be separated from God and perish! As for God, He knew all
that Satan planned to do, but Adam and Eve knew nothing about it.

One day, when Adam and Eve were standing near the forbidden tree, Satan
came as a serpent, and began to speak with them. Thus, the Scripture says:
“Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LOrRD God
had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God really say: You must not eat from
any tree in the garden’?” (Gen. 3:1)

Let us pause here briefly. Why did Satan appear as a serpent? The Scripture
gives us the answer when it says: “the serpent was more crafty than any of
the wild animals the LOorRD God had made.” Satan is the tempter, and
therefore presented himself as one who is very wise. Satan did not come to
Adam and Eve in the form of a huge red dragon saying, “Peace be on you,
Adam and Eve. | am the devil, the enemy of God! | have come today to tempt
you to turn your back on God, the Lord of life, so that you might perish
forever!” Satan did not operate like that! How did he appear to them then? As
a beautiful and wise creature. He chose to speak to them through a serpent,
because at that time, before sin entered the world, the serpent was the
craftiest of all the animals.

Satan is still like that. He is crafty. He habitually presents what he has to
offer as a good thing. The Scriptures say: “Satan himself masquerades as an
angel of light.” (2 Cor. 11:14) Consequently, God warns us in His Word,
saying, “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing,
but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.” (Matt. 7:15) Satan is a deceiver.
That is why he appeared to Adam and Eve as a wise serpent. That is also
why he preferred to talk with Eve, instead of with Adam himself, because he
hoped that it would be easier to tempt Eve than Adam. Satan knew that God
had given the commandment about the tree to Adam, before He created Eve.
However, Eve also knew about God's commandment. The devil is highly
intelligent and he knew exactly what he wanted to achieve. Satan thought if
he could convince the woman to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, perhaps Adam would follow her in disobeying God.

Thus, the Scriptures say: “The serpent said to the woman, “Did God really
say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden?” (Gen. 3:1) Did you hear
what Satan said to Eve? He said, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from
any tree in the garden?” Do you see what Satan was trying to do? He was
attempting to plant doubt in the mind of Eve concerning the sure Word of
God. That is why he said, “Did God...say?” Did God really say ...?” Satan still
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uses this method. He fights against the Word of Truth, because he knows
that the Word of God has the power to disarm him and discredit his lies. Satan
knows that the truth dispels lies, as light dispels darkness.

Now let us listen to the rest of the conversation between the woman and the
devil. The Scripture says:

“The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat fruit from the trees in the
garden, but God has said, “You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in
the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.” ‘You
will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. ‘For God knows that
when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.” (Gen. 3:2-5)

This is amazing! What did God say would happen to Adam and Eve if they
ate of the forbidden tree? He said, “You will die!” What did Satan say? He
said: “You will not die!” Thus, Satan did not stop at merely casting doubt
upon God’s Word, but he came right out and denied it! What do you think
about this? Who was speaking the truth, God or Satan? The Holy Scriptures
say that God is the True One and cannot lie. As for Satan, he does not hold to
the truth, “for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native
language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” (John 8:44)

However, we must also remember that Satan is not only a liar. He is also a
deceiver. He is crafty; he takes what is not true and mixes it with what is
true. We can see that in what Satan said to Eve and Adam, “When you eat of
[this tree] your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good
and evil.” When Satan said, “You will be like God!” that was a lie, because the
one who sins is not like God, but like Satan. But when Satan said, “You will
know good and evil” he was speaking the truth, because after Adam and Eve
sinned they came to know what evil is. However, Satan did not tell them of the
bitterness that such knowledge would bring into their lives. God said, “If you
eat of the tree you will surely die!” But Satan said, “If you eat of the tree you
will not die!” Satan is a liar. That is why when God said, “You will die!” Satan
denied it, saying, “You will not die!”

Now the moment had come for Adam and Eve to choose between the
Word of God and the word of Satan. The choice before them was this:
Would they believe the words of God or the words of Satan? Would they
accept the truth or the lie? Would they follow the Lord of Light or the Lord of
darkness?

Let us read on to see the choice they made. The Scriptures say: “When the
woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the
eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She
also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.” (Gen. 3:6)

Amazing! God created man in His own image so that he could know Him,
love Him and obey Him forever. But what did man do? Did he love God
enough to obey His command? No! He chose to disobey the God of love,
and to follow Satan, the enemy of God and man!
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What a sad day this was! Our ancestors, Adam and Eve, turned their backs
on the LOrRD God by eating the fruit of the tree that He had forbidden. The
Wolofs say: “An epidemic is not confined to the one from whom it originates!”
In the same way, the Word of God says: “Sin entered the world through one
man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because
all sinned!” (Rom. 5:12) Whether we like it or not, that is the way it is!

“The leaping gazelle doesn’t produce burrowing offspring.” {Wolof proverb;
English equiv. “Like father, like son.”} You and I, and all people, take after
Adam. We are born sinners and must die, because we come from Adam.
The first man who disobeyed God’'s commandment is our forefather and we
are just like him. Who among us can say that we have never disobeyed the
commandments of God? Not a single one of us! So where did we inherit this
nature in us that disobeys God’s commandments? From Adam. Like a horrible
contagious disease, the sin that was in Adam has spread to us all. Truly,
“an epidemic is not confined to the one from whom it originates!”

However, all hope is not lost, because the Word of God also declares: “Just
as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the
result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all
men.” (Rom. 5:18) We cannot look into it today, but in future lessons we will
study the righteous way of salvation that God has established by which
sinners might come back to God.

Friends, this has been your program The Way of Righteousness. Next time,
we plan to continue in this important chapter to see what happened after
Adam and Eve strayed from the way of righteousness, and followed the way
of unrighteousness....God bless you as you remember this foundational truth:

“Sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and
in this way death came to all men, because all sinned!” (Rom. 5:12)
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LESSON 8

WHAT ADAM’S SIN PRODUCED

GENESIS 3

eace be with you, listening friends.

We greet you in the name of God, the LORD of peace, who wants

everyone to understand and submit to the way of righteousness
that He has established, and have true peace with Him forever. We are
happy to be able to return today to present your program The Way of
Righteousness.

In our study in the Torah, we learned that the LORD God created the first
people in His own image. We also learned why God created them. God
wanted them to love Him with all their minds, with all their hearts, and
with all their strength, and, as a result, to enjoy a wonderful and profound
relationship with Him forever.

Thus, we saw how God placed before Adam a simple test, to see if he
loved God enough to obey Him. Before the first woman was created, God
had commanded Adam: “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden;
but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for
[in the day that] you eat of it you will surely die.” (Gen. 2:16,17) Thus God
tested Adam and warned him that the punishment for disobedience would
be death, and separation from Him. God loved Adam and wanted him to
enjoy fellowship with Him forever. However, in our last program, we read
that Adam and Eve listened to the devil and disobeyed God by eating
from the tree that God had forbidden.

Today then, we plan to continue our study in the Torah, in the third
chapter of the book of Genesis, to see what happened after Eve and
Adam sinned against God. In verse seven, the Scripture says: “Then
the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized that they were
naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for
themselves.” (Gen. 3:7)

What is the first thing that Adam and Eve did after they disobeyed God?
They tried to cover their shame and guilt! We already learned that
before Adam and Eve ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, they “were both naked, and they felt no shame.” (Gen. 2:25) But now
their thoughts concerning their bodies had changed. Now they felt guilty
and shameful before the Holy One who must judge them. Thus, in an
attempt to hide their shame, they wove together leaves from a fig tree,
and covered their naked bodies. However, the covering of leaves they put
on their bodies did nothing to erase the guilt in their hearts.

Next, the Scripture says: “Then the man and his wife heard the sound of
the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and
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they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.” (Gen. 3:8)
How different things were for Adam and Eve after they sinned! Before
they disobeyed God, they rejoiced whenever the LORD God came into the
garden to talk to them. However, now when they heard Him approaching,
they trembled with fear and shame, and attempted to hide from God
among the trees of the garden! Why was Adam afraid and hiding? That is
not difficult to figure out. If someone is stealing from another’s field, what
will he do if he hears the voice of the owner of the field? He will try to
hide. In the same way, Adam, who had taken what God had forbidden,
was trying to hide. Adam knew very well that he had transgressed against
God.

Should Adam have been afraid after he had disobeyed God’s
command? Absolutely! Why? Because God had clearly said to him, “In
the day that you eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you
will surely die!” Would God carry out His word? Would Adam really die?
What do you think? Would God really punish the people He had
created? Wolofs say that one should not answer a question with another
guestion, but we can best answer this question with another question.
What did the LorD do to Lucifer, that is Satan, after he rejected
God'’s rule over him? Did God acquit Satan and the angels who sinned?
No, He did not acquit them! God expelled them from His holy presence.
And not only that, He also created for them the eternal fire! Like Satan,
Adam had rejected God'’s rule over him. Could God just say, “It's no big
deal!” and let Adam go free without judging him? Never! God is holy and
He must judge sin! Leonardo da Vinci, one of the most brilliant men that
ever lived, said, “He who does not punish evil, commands it to be done!”
God can never approve evil. He must punish it. The prophet Habakkuk
wrote: “My God, my Holy One...your eyes are too pure to look on evil;
you cannot tolerate wrong!” (Hab. 1:12,13) Yes, “The LorD will judge His
people! It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God!” (Heb.
10:30,31) God’s holy nature requires that He judge and punish every sin.
Therefore, it was necessary that He judge Adam and Eve because of
their sin. That is why in the next verse we read: “But the LORD God called
to the man, ‘Where are you?” (Gen. 3:9)

What did God do after Adam sinned? God went seeking after Adam,
calling out to him, “Where are you?” Did Adam go looking for God? No!
He was trying to hide from God! Why did God call out to Adam? Didn’t He
know where Adam was? God, who sees and knows everything, knew
exactly where Adam was hiding! God called out to Adam, because He
wanted Adam to recognize and confess his sin before Him. God still
loved Adam although he had disobeyed Him.

What did Adam reply when God asked, “Where are you?” The
Scriptures say:

“[Adam] answered, ‘I heard you in the garden, and | was afraid because |
was naked; so | hid.” And the LorRD God said, ‘Who told you that you were
naked? Have you eaten from the tree from which | commanded you not
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to eat?’ [Adam] said, ‘The woman you put here with me, she gave me
some fruit from the tree, and | ate it.” Then the LORD God said to the
woman, ‘What is this you have done?’ The woman said, ‘The serpent
deceived me, and | ate.” (Gen. 3:10-13)

Did you hear how Adam and Eve answered God? Each tried to blame
someone else. Adam accused both God and Eve, saying: It's not my fault!
The woman you gave me—it’s her fault! As for Eve, she blamed the serpent
saying, Don’'t blame me—the serpent deceived me! However, God who
knows the heart of man, knew that they were both guilty. God did not make
them eat the fruit of the tree. Satan also did not make them eat it. Satan can
tempt and deceive people, but he cannot force anyone to sin. Satan deceived
Eve, but what she did was still sin before God. As for Adam, the Scripture tells
us that he was not deceived. (1 Tim. 2:14) He consciously chose to go his
own way. Adam knew exactly what God had commanded, but he chose to
stray from the way of righteousness, and follow the way of unrighteousness.
And he didn’t stop with disobeying God, but added sin to his sin by trying to
put the blame on others.

To this day, people still attempt to blame others for their transgressions, but
God knows the truth. Through the Holy Scriptures, God is speaking to people,
saying: Where are you? Answer me! What have you done? Why do you
refuse to believe and obey my Word? Why do you despise my goodness?
Why do you try to blame others for your own sin? “As surely as | live,” says
the LORD, ‘Every knee will bow before me; every tongue will confess to God.’
So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God.”(Rom. 14:11,12)

Let us now continue in the chapter to see how God judged the serpent,
Satan, Eve and Adam. The Scriptures say:

“So the LORD God said to the serpent, ‘Because you have done this,
Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will
crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. And | will
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and
hers: He will crush your head and you will strike His heel.” To the woman
He said, ‘I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you
will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will
rule over you.” To Adam he said, ‘Because you listened to your wife and
ate from the tree about which | commanded you: You must not eat of it,
Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it
all the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you
will eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your brow you will eat your
food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust
you are and to dust you will return.” (Gen. 3:14-19)

Do you see what their sin produced? It produced sorrow and pain, thorns
and thistles, toil and sweat, sickness and death. Yes, “the wages of sin is
death!” (Rom. 6:23) What did God say would happen to Adam and Eve if they
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ate of the forbidden tree? He said, “In the day that you eat of it you will surely
die.” Were Adam and Eve buried on the day they ate it? No. But did they die
on that day? Indeed they did! On that very day, Adam and Eve died in their
souls, because they no longer had a relationship with God.

As we have already learned, death is separation from God. When Adam
and Eve disobeyed God, they separated themselves from God, the Source of
Life. When they chose to believe the devil and go along with him, they
forfeited their friendship with God and lost their share in God’s life. They had
become God’s enemies because they had taken sides with Satan, God’s
adversary. Their relationship with God had died. To illustrate, if you have an
enemy and your friend takes sides with him, then is it not true that your friend
has become your enemy? Your relationship with your friend has died. As we
say: “Your friend’'s enemy is your enemy.” {Wolof Proverb} In the same way,
whoever obeys Satan is the enemy of God. Sin separates man from God.

Before we conclude today, there is something we must understand and
remember. It is this: We are all born into this world as those who are “dead
in...transgressions and sins” (Eph. 2:1) and “separated from the life of God.”
(Eph. 4:18) We may not like this, but that is what the Word of God says. The
day that Adam disobeyed God, he became a sinner. Adam, who sinned, is
the father of the human race. Thus, the result of Adam’s sin is that all of his
descendants are sinners. “A rat only begets that which digs.” {Wolof proverb
similar to: “The apple doesn't fall far from the tree.”} Also, Adam’s sin caused
him to be separated from God. Adam, who rejected God’s rule over him, is
the father of all who live. The result is that all of Adam’s descendants are
born separated from God. As the (Wolof) proverb says: “An epidemic is not
confined to the one from whom it originates!” This is exactly what the Word of
God declares, when it says: “Sin entered the world through one man, and
death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all
sinned!” (Rom. 5:12)

Our forefather Adam, who separated himself from God, is like a branch cut
from a tree. What happens if the branch is no longer united to the tree? It
dries up and dies. And what happens to the branches which are part of the
branch that has been cut off? Are they alive? No, they are also dead, because
they belong to the dry branch. In the same way, all the children of Adam are
like the small branches of the branch that has been cut off. Because of his
sin, Adam is like the dry branch, and we are one with him. The sin of our
ancestor Adam has affected all of us. We all share his character and
condemnation.

The Prophet David wrote in the Psalms: “Surely | was sinful at birth, sinful
from the time my mother conceived me.” (Psa. 51:5) Sin is much like AIDS—a
dreadful disease which has spread throughout the world. Once AIDS enters a
person’s body, it will never leave. The person who has AIDS can spread it to
his children. AIDS is a killer and man does not yet have a cure for it. Sin is like
that. It is a terrible calamity that has spread throughout the earth. Sin is a
killer, causing man to perish forever, and man, in himself, has no remedy
for it.

However, we are praising God today with happy hearts, because God
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Himself has provided a remedy to save us from the penalty of sin and from
the power of sin. However, we must believe God’s remedy and receive it. God
willing, in our next program, we will see how God gave Adam and Eve, and all
their descendants, a wonderful promise concerning a mighty Savior who
would come into the world to deliver sinners from sin, Satan and hell.

Thank you for listening....

God bless you as you think about these words penned by the prophet David:

“Surely | was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother
conceived me.” (Psa. 51:5)
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LESSON 9

THE WONDERFUL PROMISE

GENESIS 3

eace be with you, listening friends.

We greet you in the name of God, the Lord of peace, who wants

everyone to understand and submit to the way of righteousness that He
has established, and have true peace with Him forever. We are happy to be
able to return today to present your program The Way of Righteousness.

In our last program, we saw how Adam and Eve strayed from the way of
God by eating fruit from the tree that God had forbidden. Thus, man, whom
God created in His own image, chose to follow Satan, the enemy of God.
Before Adam and Eve sinned, they rejoiced whenever God came to the
garden to talk with them, but now, when they heard the voice of God, they
were afraid and ashamed and tried to hide from God among the trees of
the garden! However, God pursued Adam and Eve, spoke with them, and
declared to them what their sin would bring into the world: trouble and
suffering, thorns and thistles, sickness and death.

Consequently, from that day until today, the shadow of death hangs over
Adam’s descendants. All of Adam’s children are conceived in sin and born
with an evil nature. Whether we like it or not, we all share the character of
our forefather, Adam. “A rat only begets that which digs.” It is because of
Adam’s sin that we are all born sinners. Truly, “an epidemic is not confined to
the one from whom it originates!” {Wolof proverbs} And just as Adam’s sin
separated him from God, so has our sin separated us from God. That is what
the Scriptures say,

“Sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in
this way death came to all men, because all sinned. (Rom. 5:12) “All have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Rom. 3:23) “Your iniquities
have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden His face from
you.” (Isa. 59:2)

This message is not pleasant to hear, but that is the way it is. “Truth is a hot
pepper.” {Wolof proverb}

Thus, we see how Adam’s one sin separated the whole human race from
God. On the day that Adam disobeyed God, Adam (and the whole human
race yet to be born) left the kingdom of light and entered the kingdom of
darkness. They no longer had any share in the Kingdom of God. Because of
their sin, their portion was with Satan, who had taken them as his captives
and slaves. Now, they couldn’t hope for anything in this life, except slavery to
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sin and fear of death—and in the hereafter, endless punishment in the eternal
fire!

If the Scriptures ended here, we could only close the book and weep bitterly
like someone lost at sea, with no hope of rescue. If God had not opened a
way of salvation to save the children of Adam, we would be doomed forever!
But blessed be the LORD our God, the Scriptures of the Prophets do not end
with the story of Adam’s sin. God, who is great in mercy, has opened for
the children of Adam a door of salvation! Thus, the Word of God says,

“Where sin increased, [God’s] grace increased all the more.” (Rom. 5:20)
“Do not be afraid, because | bring you good news of great joy that will be
for all the people!” (Luke 2:10) “For the grace of God that brings salvation
has appeared to all men!” (Tit. 2:11)

As we have already learned, God is holy and, therefore must judge sinners.
God is righteous and cannot merely “forget” sin. He must punish every sin.
The penalty for sin is death and eternal separation from God. God never
changes and the penalty of sin never changes. However, today, we will begin
to read in the Scriptures how God, the Holy One, designed {Lit. wove} a plan
to deliver sinners from the penalty of sin. Thus, we will learn that God is not
only the Holy One, but He is also the Merciful One! God, our Judge, wants
to become our Savior!

Today we will see how, on the day that Adam and Eve sinned, God began to
make known His wonderful plan to save sinners. Let us continue now in the
Torah, in the book of Genesis, so that we might learn about this Good News.
We are reading in chapter 3, verse 15: God said to Satan who was in the
serpent, “1 will put enmity between you and the woman, and between
your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his
heel.”

This difficult verse contains many profound and important truths which God’s
prophets would later explain in detail. The contents of this verse, can be
summarized like this: God was beginning to make known His plan to bring
into the world a Savior {or Deliverer} who would redeem the children of
Adam from the dominion of Satan. This is the first verse that mentions the
coming of the holy Redeemer {or Mediator}. In this verse, let us consider
four truths concerning the Redeemer whom God promised to send.

1.) The first truth is this: God was announcing how this Redeemer would be
born of a woman only, that is, a virgin. All of us have a male and a female
parent. However, the Redeemer who was to come, would be born only of a
woman, by the power of God. He would not have an earthly father. The Savior
of the world could not come from Adam, because all of Adam’s descendants
are stained by sin. The Savior of sinners had to be without sin. He had to
come forth from God, from heaven. Thus, the first thing we may learn from
this verse is this: God promised a holy Redeemer who would be the offspring
of a woman, but not the offspring of a man.

2.) There is something else that God announced on the day that Adam and
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Eve sinned. Concerning the promised Redeemer, God said to Satan: “You will
strike his heel.” Thus, God began to announce how Satan would torment the
Savior that God would send from heaven. In coming lessons, we will see that
the prophets foretold how Satan would incite men to persecute, torture and kill
the Redeemer. A stricken Redeemer would be part of God’s plan. In order to
bring us back to God, the Savior of the world would have to die as a sacrifice
for sin; the Righteous One dying for us, the unrighteous. He would willingly lay
down His life to pay sin’s penalty: death.

3.) The third truth concerning the Redeemer was that God told Satan, who
was in the serpent, that “he (the Redeemer) would crush his (Satan’s) head.”
That was bad news for Satan, but good news for whoever wants to be
delivered from the power of Satan, sin and helll Thus, God began to
announce that the Redeemer would, in the end, defeat the devil and set
free the children of Adam who had become slaves of sin.

4.) Finally, God began to announce that there would be two lines (groups)
of people in the world: The people of Satan and the people of God. The
people of Satan are those who refuse to believe the Word of God. The people
of God are those who believe God’s Word and put their trust in the promised
Redeemer. (John 1:9-13)

Thus, on the day that Adam and Eve sinned, God began to announce
His wondrous plan to redeem sinners. In coming programs, little by little,
we will see how all of God’s prophets announced the coming of a holy Savior
who would free sinners from the hand of the devil. If what we have just taught
is not yet clear in your mind, do not worry, because as we progress in our
chronological study, things will become clearer. Remember the (Wolof)
proverb which says: “A water pail will find the person who waits diligently at
the well.” Are you waiting at the “well” of the Word of God? Good! God says:
“If you look for [the truth] as for silver, and search for it as for hidden
treasure...then you will...find the knowledge of God!” (Prov. 2:4,5)

Now then, let us finish reading the third chapter of the first book of the Torah.
The Scriptures say:

“The LorD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed
them. And the LORD God said, ‘The man has now become like one of us,
knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and
take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.” So the LORD God
banished [Adam] from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which
he had been taken. After he drove the man out, he placed on the east
side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back
and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.” (Gen. 3:21-24)

That is where the third chapter ends. Before we conclude today, let us
consider some important truths contained in these verses.

The Scriptures say: “The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his
wife and clothed them.” Do you remember what Adam and Eve did after they
ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil? They wove together fig
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leaves and wrapped them around their waists in an attempt to hide their
shame before God. Did God accept the clothes they had made for
themselves, the clothes they made with leaves? No, He did not! Why did God
not accept the clothes they made for themselves? Because God wanted to
teach Adam and Eve that He is perfect and cannot accept the imperfect
works of man. Concerning this, the Scriptures say: “All of us have become like
one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags.” (Isa.
64.6) There is nothing man can do to cover his sins before God.

However, God did something for man. God killed some animals, skinned
them, and made clothes of skin for Adam and Eve. Yes, God made the first
animal sacrifice. What a shocking sight for Adam and Eve as they watched
the blood flow out of the animals that God had killed! Through the shed blood
of animals, God wanted to teach Adam and Eve that “the wages of sin is
death,” (Rom. 6:23) and that “without the shedding of blood there is no
forgiveness of sin.” (Heb. 9:22) We cannot explain this in detail today, except
to say that God’s basic law of forgiveness states: “Without the shedding of
blood there is no forgiveness of sin.” The penalty of sin must be paid. The
penalty of sin is death. God can only forgive sins that have been paid for. A
pure and innocent victim must die in the place of the guilty sinner. This is the
only way that God can forgive people of their sins without compromising His
righteousness {Lit. in Wolof: and still dwell in His righteousness}.

Thus God established animal sacrifices to remind sinners that the penalty of
sin is death. The animal sacrifice symbolized the holy Redeemer who would
come into the world to shed His blood as a payment for sin. We will learn
more about this later. Today, however, let us remember that God shed the
blood of animals to cover the shame of Adam and Eve.

After this, God expelled Adam and Eve from the Garden of Paradise in
Eden. He placed an angel holding a flaming, flashing sword to guard the way
to the tree of life. Adam and Eve had chosen the way of death when they ate
the fruit that God had forbidden. Consequently, they could no longer enjoy the
blessings of the wonderful Garden of Paradise. We have already seen how
God expelled Lucifer, that is, Satan, from His presence because of his sin.
And now we see that God expelled Adam and Eve because of their sin. God
is the Holy One, and He must punish all that is unholy.

And so dear friends, let us keep two thoughts in mind: First, God is the
Righteous One. God cannot tolerate sin. That is why He judged Adam and
Eve and expelled them from the garden Second, God is the Merciful One.
Adam and Eve did not deserve God’'s mercy. They only deserved God’s
judgment. However, God does not want people to perish. That is why He
promised a Savior who could save sinners from the darkness of the kingdom
of Satan, and transfer them into the light and glory of the Kingdom of God.

Do not be deceived: God’'s mercy can never contradict God’s
righteousness. These two characteristics of God must operate together. In
future lessons, we will see more clearly how God can show mercy to sinners,
without contradicting His righteousness.

Listening friends, this has been your program The Way of Righteousness.
We have been talking with you about the wonderful promise God made on the
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day that Adam and Eve strayed from God’s way. We hope that you will keep
listening to these programs until you have come to understand fully God’s
wonderful promise about the Redeemer He has sent to save you from your
sins.

Thank you for listening. We invite you to join us for the next program to learn
some important lessons from Adam and Eve’s first two sons: Cain and
Abel....

God bless you as you carefully consider what the Scripture declares, saying:

“Where sin increased, [God’s] grace increased all the more.” (Rom.
5:20)
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LESSON 10

CAIN AND ABEL: THE WAY OF SACRIFICE

GENESIS 4

eace be with you, listening friends.

We greet you in the name of God, the Lord of peace, who wants

everyone to understand and submit to the way of righteousness that He
has established, and have true peace with Him forever. We are happy to be
able to return today to present your program The Way of Righteousness.

Last time, in our study in the Torah, we saw that God, after Adam and Eve
sinned, began to announce His plan to bring into the world One who would
deliver the children of Adam from the power of Satan and sin and hell. We
also saw how God refused to accept the clothes of leaves that Adam and Eve
made for themselves. God wanted to teach them that sinners have no way of
covering their shame before the Holy One who must judge them. Only God
can save sinners from their guilt. Thus, we saw how God Himself sacrificed
some animals, made clothes of skin, and put them on Adam and Eve. God
made the first blood sacrifice. We also read how God announced that there
would be two lines of people on earth: those who refuse to believe the Word
of God, and those who believe it.

Today we will read about Adam and Eve'’s first two sons: Cain, who refused
to believe God, and Abel, who believed God. As we saw, Adam and Eve were
now living outside the Garden of Paradise (Eden). God had expelled them
because of their transgression. Because of their sin, they could no longer live
in the blessings of the Garden of Paradise. Their sin had spoiled their
relationship with God. However, God still loved them and cared for them.

Now then, let us read together from the Torah. In the fourth chapter of the
book of Genesis, it is written, “Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became
pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, ‘With the help of the LORD | have
brought forth a man.’ Later she gave birth to his brother Abel. Now Abel kept
flocks, and Cain worked the soil.” (Gen. 4:1,2)

Adam and Eve bore two sons, Cain and Abel. They were sinners, just like
their parents. The sin of Adam spread to his children, like a contagious
disease. Cain and Abel were conceived in sin. Thus, the Scriptures say:
“Adam bore sons in his own likeness.” (Gen. 5:3). “Like father, like son.” Cain
and Abel were born with a sinful nature. The children grew physically and
increased in knowledge. Cain became a farmer. He was a serious laborer and
was not afraid of hard work. Abel was a shepherd. Both knew about God.
They knew that God exists and that He is holy and hates sin. And both should
have known that to approach God, they needed to come by the way of the
blood sacrifice which God had ordained.

There came a day in the lives of Cain and Abel, when they decided to
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worship God and present to Him a sacrifice. Thus, the Scriptures say:

“In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an
offering to the LORD. But Abel brought fat portions from some of the
firstborn of his flock. The LorD looked with favor on Abel and his
offering, but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So
Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast.” (Gen. 4:3-5)

Let us consider what happened. Two people wanted to worship God. Both
presented sacrifices to God. But the Scriptures say: “The LORD looked with
favor on Abel and his offering, but on Cain and his offering he did not look
with favor.” Why did God accept Abel’s sacrifice, and refuse Cain’s sacrifice?
What was the difference between those two sacrifices?

Truly, Cain’s sacrifice and Abel’s sacrifice were very different. Cain brought
to God beautiful vegetables and delicious fruit. As for Abel, he brought to
God the blood of a lamb without blemish. God forgave Abel of his sins, but
did not forgive Cain of his sins.

Why did God forgive the sins of Abel, who brought the blood of a lamb, and
did not forgive the sins of Cain, who brought vegetables and fruit? Was it
because God does not like vegetables and fruit? No, that is not the reason!
Why, then, did God judge Abel as righteous, and leave Cain in his sin? Here
is the reason: Abel brought the sacrifice that God required, but Cain
brought something else. What was it that God required so that He could
forgive their sins without compromising His righteousness? He required the
blood—the life—of an unblemished animal. Abel believed God and brought a
blood sacrifice, just as God required. Thus, the Scripture says: “By faith Abel
offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended as a
righteous man, when God spoke well of his [sacrifice].” (Heb. 11:4) Abel
believed God, but Cain did not believe Him.

What does it mean to believe God? To believe God is to have confidence
in God to the point of obeying His Word. To believe God is to accept what
God says as true. If you say, “I believe in God,” but you do not believe what
God says in the Holy Scriptures, then you do not really believe God. God and
His Word are one. If you believe God, you will believe and obey His Word. If
you do not believe what God says, it is God Himself you are rejecting.

God accepted Abel because he believed His Word and came with the blood
of a lamb, as God had commanded. God did not accept Cain, because he did
not honestly believe the Word of God. Cain claimed to believe in God, but his
actions denied it, because he did not bring a blood sacrifice, as God had
commanded.

Someone may be asking, “Why did God command animal sacrifices? Why
did God say, “Without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness of sin”?
Here is the reason: God’s holy Law declares that the payment (wages,
penalty) of sin is death! That is why blood had to be shed. God did not say,
“Sin’s penalty can be paid with fruits and vegetables.” Nor did God say, “The
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payment for sin is praying and fasting and doing good works.” No! What God,
in His holiness, did say is: The payment required for sin is death!

God, in the Writings of the Prophets, shows us that every person, every child
of Adam has sinned and that each sinner has a great debt before God, the
Holy One. The sinner must die and then pay that debt of sin in hell forever.
The debt of sin is huge and you cannot produce enough good works to cancel
it before God. The penalty of sin is death and hell, which is why good works
can never pay it off!

Let us try to illustrate it. Imagine that | owe a huge amount of money to a
creditor, and | go to him and say, “I know that | owe you a lot of money.
However, | am totally broke, and cannot pay my debt with money, but | have
another plan to pay you. Here’'s my plan: Every day, | will sweep the porch of
your house. Thus | will work for you until | pay off my debt.” How would the
creditor respond to my proposition? Perhaps he would get angry, or perhaps
he would laugh at me, however, what is certain is that he would not accept my
idea! Why would the creditor not accept my plan? Because there is no way |
can pay my huge debt with my feeble “good works.”

Similarly, no one can pay off their debt of sin with good works. Only one
thing can pay for sin—not money or good works—but death. The penalty of
sin is death and judgment. Consequently, God could not cancel Cain and
Abel's debt of sin based on the works of their own hands. God’s plan to
cancel their debt of sin was through the blood of a sacrifice. The innocent
must die in the place of the guilty.

Forgiveness of sin is not based on man’s plan, but on God’s plan. On
the basis of the (substitutionary) sacrifice, God opened a door of
forgiveness and salvation for the children of Adam. In earlier generations, God
decreed that every sinner must present an animal without blemish and
slaughter it. The innocent animal would die as a substitute for the sinner.
Because of the blood of such a sacrifice, God could be patient with Adam’s
descendants and cover their sins for a time. But the blood of animals could
not cancel the debt of man’s sin, because the value of an animal is not equal
to that of a man. That is why the Scriptures say that animal sacrifices were
“only a shadow of the good things that are coming, not the realities
themselves...because it is impossible for the blood of [animals] to take
away sins.” (Heb. 10:1,4)

Thus, the most important thing to remember about animal sacrifices is that
they were mere illustrations of the Savior who was to come into the world
to pay the debt of sin for the descendants of Adam. This Savior, whom God
promised, would die “for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to
bring [them] to God.” (1 Pet. 3:18) As it is written in the Gospel {Injil}: “All the
prophets testify about [this Savior] that everyone who believes in Him
receives forgiveness of sins through His Name.” (Acts 10:43)

However, in past generations, God's plan of salvation required animal
sacrifices. But Cain ignored God’s plan. Cain came up with another way, a
religion of his own making. Cain created the first false religion. He brought
to God the works of his own hands. He sacrificed to God that which he had
cultivated, that is, the produce of the cursed earth, which has no blood. Did
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God accept such a bloodless “sacrifice”? No, God did not accept it.

As for Abel, he brought to God a lamb without blemish and slaughtered it so
that the blood was shed. After that he burned it. Because of that sacrifice,
Abel had a clear conscience before God. He knew that, in himself, he
deserved to die, but the innocent lamb had died in his place. Thus, Abel
testified to his faith in the Redeemer who would come into the world, to die in
the place of sinners, to bear the punishment for their sin.

We want to summarize today’s story by asking a very important question.
Why did God not accept Cain’s sacrifice? Was Cain a greater sinner than
Abel? That is not the reason. They were both sinners. Both presented
sacrifices to God. Cain was a religious person. On the surface, perhaps we
can even say that Cain’s sacrifice was more respectable than Abel's sacrifice.
Vegetables and fruits are very beautiful, but a slaughtered lamb and its blood
is not a pleasant sight! However, sin is an offensive thing to God and the way
of forgiveness that God established declared: “Without the shedding of
blood, there is no forgiveness of sin!” Thus, God refused Cain and his
sacrifice, because Cain did not respect God’s righteous way of salvation.

No one can come to God, unless he comes by the righteous way that God
has ordained! God’s way is perfect and precise! It is like mathematics. If a
teacher asks a student at school, “How much is two plus two?” There is only
one correct answer. Two plus two equals four. The student who answers
three is wrong. The one who says five is wrong. The person who says four
and a half is also wrong. Two plus two can only equal four! That is the way it
is with the righteous way of salvation that God has established. There is only
one God and one way for sinners to be reconciled to God, the Holy One! It is
the way of the absolutely perfect Sacrifice.

You who are listening today, do you know what the Word of God says
concerning the holy Sacrifice that God has provided to cancel your debt of
sin permanently? Do you know that God Himself sent down to earth an
almighty Savior so that you can be forgiven of your sins and have a pure
heart before God? In coming lessons, we will be learning much about this
wonderful Savior. Concerning Him, the Holy Scriptures say: “Salvation is
found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men
by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12)

Friends, this is where we must stop today. In the will of God, next time we
will complete our study about Cain and Abel....

God bless you as you take time to contemplate His basic law which says:

“Without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness of sin.”
(Heb. 9:22)
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LESSON 11

UNREPENTANT CAIN

GENESIS 4

eace be with you, listening friends.

We greet you in the name of God, the Lord of peace, who wants

everyone to understand and submit to the way of righteousness that He
has established, and have true peace with Him forever. We are happy to be
able to return today to present your program The Way of Righteousness.

In our last program we learned about the first two sons of Adam and Eve,
Cain and Abel. 